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Art Unit: 2615 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States, 
(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another Gled 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the uivention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published mder Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 8, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by (USPN 
5,606,420 to Maeda et al). 

In regards to claim 1 Maeda et al., herein Maeda, discloses an electronic still camera 
comprising a camera section for picking up electronic images of subjects though an image sensor 
and memorizing digital image data of the electronic images, an a printer section for recording 
images on recording materials on the basis of the digital image data, characterized by 
comprising: 

a main power source for supplying the camera section and the printer section (e.g., 
element 109 of Fig. 1; column 8, lines 26-34); 

a loading chamber for holding the recording materials in a position for allowing the 
printing section to print on the recording materials (e.g., element 22a of Figs. 31-38 wherein a 
printer may be electrically and mechanically connected, wherein the recording materials are held 
in the printer; column 31, lines 4-10); and 

a connection device provided in the loading chamber, for connecting the electronic still 
camera to an extending device that may be loaded in the loading chamber in place of the 
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recording materials, for extending a particular function of the electronic still camera (e.g., Figs. 
31-38 wherein elements 23 and 24 are a TV reproduction unit and a display unit respectively and 
are electrically and mechanically attached to camera 22 through connecting chamber 22a. These 
extending devices extend the displaying function of the electronic still camera; column 30, line 
61 - column 31, line 54). 

In regards to claim 8 note that all of the elements are attachable/detachable to the camera. 

In regards to claim 1 1 note that the printer is a thermal printer (e.g., Figs. 6-8). 

Claims 1 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by (USPN 
4,937,676 to Finelli et al). 

In regards to claim 1 Finelli et al, herein Finelli, discloses an electronic still camera 
comprising a camera section for picking up electronic images of subjects though an image sensor 
and memorizing digital image data of the electronic images, an a printer section for recording 
images on recording materials on the basis of the digital image data, characterized by 
comprising: 

a main power source for supplying the camera section and the printer section (e.g., it is 
inherent that there be a power supply for the camera and printer); 

a loading chamber for holding the recording materials in a position for allowing the 
printing section to print on the recording materials (e.g., element 72 of Fig. 2; column 3, lines 55- 
68); and 

a connection device provided in the loading chamber, for connecting the electronic still 
camera to an extending device that may be loaded in the loading chamber in place of the 
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recording materials, for extending a particular function of the electronic still camera (e.g., 
elements 78 of Fig. 2; column 4, lines 37-47; column 7, lines 28-46), 

In regards to claim 7 Finelli discloses the use of "self-developing film units of a type 
manufactured by the Polaroid Corporation and well known in the art (column 3, lines 38-40)". 
The limitations of claim 7 are inherent with the use of the self-developing film. This is 
evidenced through a detailed description of developing self-developing photographic sheets by 
USPN 5,802,413 to Stephenson on column 3, lines 46-63. 

In regards to claim 8 Examiner notes that the printer and camera can be unattached and 
reattached multiple times without using the recording materials. 

In regards to claim 9 see Fig. 2; column 7, lines 28-46. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by (USPN 
6,091,909 to Mclntyre et al.). 

In regards to claim 1 Mclntyre et al, herein Mclntyre, discloses an electronic still camera 
comprising a camera section for picking up electronic images of subjects though an image sensor 
and memorizing digital image data of the electronic images, an a printer section for recording 
images on recording materials on the basis of the digital image data, characterized by 
comprising: 

a main power source for supplying the camera section and the printer section (e.g., 
element 50 of Figs. 5A and 5B); 
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a loading chamber for holding the recording materials in a position for allowing the 
printing section to print on the recording materials (e.g., element 10a of Fig. 7; see Figs. 5A and 
5B); and 

a connection device provided in the loading chamber, for connecting the electronic still 
camera to an extending device that may be loaded in the loading chamber in place of the 
recording materials, for extending a particular function of the electronic still camera (e.g., 
elements 26 of Figs. 5A and 5B. Examiner notes that batteries 34 shown in Figs. 3 and 4 as 
being included in the print cartridge 10 meets the limitation above, namely since the limitation 
discloses that the extending device, e.g., the batteries, may be loaded in the loading chamber in 
place of the recording elements. In this case the extending device is loaded in conjunction with 
the recording materials. In other words, the limitation that the "extending device may be loaded 
in the chamber in place of the recording materials" is not limiting to the extending device 
necessarily being separately loadable in the chamber. As such, as broadly as claimed Mclntyre 
meets all of the claim limitations.). 

In regards to claim 2 note that the extending device is batteries 34 in Figs. 3 and 4. 

Claims 1, 2, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by (USPN 
6,040,849 to Mclntyre et al.). 

In regards to claim 1 Mclntyre et al., herein Mclntyre, discloses an electronic still camera 
comprising a camera section for picking up electronic images of subjects though an image sensor 
and memorizing digital image data of the electronic images, an a printer section for recording 
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images on recording materials on the basis of the digital image data, characterized by 
comprising: 

a main power source for supplying the camera section and the printer section (e.g., 
element 50 of Fig. 4); 

a loading chamber for holding the recording materials in a position for allowing the 
printing section to print on the recording materials (e.g., element 10a of Fig. 8; see Fig. 4); and 

a connection device provided in the loading chamber, for connecting the electronic still 
camera to an extending device that may be loaded in the loading chamber in place of the 
recording materials, for extending a particular function of the electronic still camera (e.g., 
elements 26 of Fig. 4. Examiner notes that batteries 34 shown in Fig. 3 as being included in the 
print cartridge 10 meets the limitation above, namely since the limitation discloses that the 
extending device, e.g., the batteries, may be loaded in the loading chamber in place of the 
recording elements. In this case the extending device is loaded in conjunction with the recording 
materials. In other words, the limitation that the "extending device may be loaded in the 
chamber in place of the recording materials" is not limiting to the extending device necessarily 
being separately loadable in the chamber. As such, as broadly as claimed Mclntyre meets all of 
the claim limitations.). 

In regards to claim 2 note that the extending device is batteries 34 in Fig. 3. 

In regards to claim 1 1 note that the printer is a thermal printer (see Figs. 1, 2, 7, and 8). 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 


Claims 2, 3, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
5,606,420 to Maeda et al.) in view of (USPN 5,231,51 1 to Kodama et al.). 

In regards to claim 2 Maeda does not disclose nor preclude having a supplementary 
power source additionally attachable to the camera. It is known in the art to provide a 
supplementary power source to a camera through attachment as taught by Kodama et al, herein 
Kodama. Kodama discloses attaching a player device that is used to both supply power to the 
camera and to recharge the camera battery (e.g., column 6, lines 37-41; 56-60; column 7, line 62 
- column 8, line 10; column 8, lines 50-62; column 9, lines 3-29). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have included the above 
features to Maeda' s TV reproduction unit 23 in order to further extend the battery life of the 


or nonobviousness. 


camera. 
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In regards to claim 3 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 2. 
In regards to claim 6 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 2. 

Claims 2, 3, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
4,937,676 to Finelli et al.) in view of (USPN 5,23 1,5 11 to Kodama et al.)- 

In regards to claim 2 Finelli does not disclose nor preclude having a supplementary 
power source additionally attachable to the camera. It is known in the art to provide a 
supplementary power source to a camera through attachment as taught by Kodama et al, herein 
Kodama. Kodama discloses attaching a player device that is used to both supply power to the 
camera and to recharge the camera battery (e.g., column 6, lines 37-41; 56-60; column 7, line 62 
- column 8, line 10; column 8, lines 50-62; column 9, lines 3-29). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have further included the 
ability to connect to a player as disclosed by Kodama in order to further extend the battery life of 
the camera and provide an output of image data to a TV. 

In regards to claim 3 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 2. 

In regards to claim 6 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 2. 

Claims 3, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
6,091,909 to Mclntyre et al.) in view of (USPN 5,231,51 1 to Kodama et al.). 

In regards to claim 3 Mclntyre does not disclose nor preclude that the batteries 34 would 
recharge the main battery. Kodama discloses a player attachable to a digital camera wherein 
when connected to the digital camera the player recharges the main battery so as to extend the 
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battery life of the digital camera (e.g., column 9, lines 3-29). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have added the provision that 
Mclntyre's print cartridge with batteries would recharge the main battery so as to increase the 
battery life of the digital camera. 

In regards to claim 4 not that there are a plurality of batteries 34 as shown in Figs. 3 and 

4. 

Claims 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
4,937,676 to FinelU et al). 

Finelli discloses a self-developing film printer. Finelli does not disclose the hmitations of 
claim 5 wherein a print head moves parallel to the recording surface or that the printer is a 
thermal printer. Examiner notes that one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made would recognize to have used an ink jet printer or a thermal printer instead 
since in the combined camera and printer art it is equivalent to print a photograph using self- 
developing film and print a photograph using an ink jet printer or a thermal printer. Official 
Notice is taken. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have selected of any of these known equivalents since it would be within the level of 
ordinary skill in the art. 

Claims 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
5,606,420 to Maeda et al.). 
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Maeda discloses a thermal printer. Maeda does not disclose the limitations of claims 5 
and 7 as in an ink jet printer or printing using self-developing film respectively. Examiner notes 
that one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made would recognize to 
have used a ink jet printer or self-developing film instead since in the combined camera and 
printer art it is equivalent to print a photograph using a thermal printer and print a photograph 
using an ink jet printer or self developing film. Official Notice is taken. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have selected of any of these 
known equivalents since it would be within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 4,937,676 
to FineUi et al.). 

In regards to claim 10 FineUi discloses that the memory be an EPROM memory card. 
FineUi does not disclose nor preclude that the memory be a hard disk. It is extremely well 
known in the camera art to use compact hard disks as an alternative to a memory card so as to 
further provide additional storage space. Official Notice is taken. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have made FineUi' s 
memory card a compact hard disk in order to further provide additional storage space. 


Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian C. Genco who can be reached by phone at 703-305-7881 or 
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by fax at 703-746-8325. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 
7:30am to 4:30 pm and every other Friday 7:30am to 3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for regular 
communications and 703-872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the technology center 2600 customer service office whose telephone 
number is 703-306-0377. 


Brian C Genco 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 


October 6, 2003 



Andrew christensen 
supervisory patent examiner 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 


